










Rev. Janet Graduates from Drew University
Rev. Janet Forbes, senior minister of St. Luke’s, graduated on Saturday, 
May 17 with distinction from Drew University in Madison, New Jersey 
with the Doctor of Ministry. Rev. Janet’s dissertation, based on the 
unique gifts of St. Luke’s as a postmodern congregation, is entitled, 
Pilgrims at the Crossroads: Church in the Intersections. Her research 
explored the ways in which congregations can support individual 
spiritual journeys among persons who experience spiritual homelessness.  
Congratulations, Rev. Dr. Forbes!

�e St. Luke’s Advisory Committee gave of their time and wisdom to 
partner in this experience: James Ramsey, Director of Music Ministry 
and the Arts, Highlands Ranch, Colorado; Monty Ho�man, Lay 
Leader and John Wesley scholar, Littleton, Colorado; Marty Davidson, 
Sta�-Parish Relations Committee, Castle Rock, Colorado; Stephen 
Collins, Disciple Bible Leader and �espian; Jim Wol�, Chairperson of 
the Executive Board, Lone Tree, Colorado; and Pam Rowley, Associate 
Minister in Pastoral Care and Stephen Ministry Leader, Highlands 
Ranch, Colorado.

Rev. Dr. Forbes shows her doctoral hood in 
the chapel at Drew University following the 
service of holy communion on the morning 
of graduation.

Updating our Database Information!
Does St. Luke’s have your family information correct? Here is your chance to update our records!
Please send us any changes, additions or deletions that may have occurred over the past year... 
phone number, new address, new email? Do you NOT want your record published in the annual 
Guidebook & Directory? Please let Lynda know about your updates so that our new Guidebook 
and Database will be corrected! lynda©stlukeshr.com 303-791-0659 x20

Worship Series:  
Stories Told  
‘Round the Fire!
This summer, we will enjoy 
the sweeping stories of the 
Hebrew scripture in a worship 

series, Stories Told ‘Round the Fire. We will move 
from Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to the 
matriarchs and patriarchs who founded the Hebrew 
nation, to the birth of the nation of Israel in the 
Exodus, to the giving of the Ten Commandments 
to Moses, to the occupation of the land of milk and 
honey; through the leadership of judges, kings, and 
prophets to the dream for Messiah.    

For some of us these stories will bring back 
memories of childhood storybooks. For others who 
are new to a life of faith, these stories will be fresh 
and theologically rich!

I learned in biology class that “ontogeny recapitulates 
philogeny”! This means that one person’s 
development from the moment of conception 
to maturity as an adult in some ways repeats the 
evolution of the whole human species. We might 
also say that “biography recapitulates the Bible.” 
Our lives repeat the stories of the scripture! We 
live all the chapters at some point in our lives, as 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  S E N I O R  P A S T O R

nations, communities, and individuals. Creation, 
fall, covenant, slavery, exodus, Torah, the rise and 
fall of nations, exile and silence, gospel, church, 
apocalypse – seasons in our lives as well as chapters 
in the Bible. But wherever we �nd ourselves in the 
story and wherever we’ve been, we must not forget 
the divine promise repeated through all the pages of 
scripture: this is a story headed toward redemption, 
and God and God’s Christ and God’s Spirit are with 
us, through it all, to the end. 

This journey through the Hebrew scripture is 
what the story of God discloses about God. Hesed 
(steadfast love) is the Hebrew word and charis 
(grace) the Greek word for this character of God:  
the steadfast, never-giving-up-no-matter-what love 
of God.

Langston Hughes, poet of the Harlem Revival, has a 
wonderful poem:

A gospel shout 
And a gospel song: 
Life is short 
But God is long!

And so is God’s mercy throughout the scriptures, as 
long as it takes…

Join me at the camp�re!

			             –Rev.  Janet   

Lisé Takayama
Assistant Director 
of Finance

Dave Cupp
Director of Finance

T R U S T E E S  C O R N E R

Calling All Volunteers – We Need You This Summer!
We’d like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to everyone who came out on May 10th for our 
Spring Work Day. Members from our AA ministry, the SLUMC Boy Scouts, and a few SLUMC 
members and constituents supported our Trustees team. Outside, this small but mighty band of 
servants cleaned up and restarted our memorial garden (check it out!), sprayed and pulled weeds, 
made repairs to our playground equipment, and cleaned the parking lot. Inside we installed 
blackout shades in the sanctuary, cleaned out the computer lab, installed the new doorbell that 
works with our newly completed security lock system, and cleaned out the lift station room. We 
made great progress, but with such a small turnout we still have many items yet to be completed.

With our growing to-do list that includes both maintenance and building addition and interior 
remodeling projects, we’ll be asking for volunteers to help us along the way. Our SLUMC Trustees 
team truly needs the gifts of your time and your service in order to help us manage our active and 
growing church home.

We’re improving security at St. Luke’s by enhancing our front door locking procedures. The entire 
church will now normally be locked except during Sunday services. To gain entrance during 
weekday business hours, there is a call box you can use to signal Bonnie, our church secretary. 
She has a video camera and an intercom, and she can release the door lock from her desk. Groups 
using the church during evening or weekend hours will be given electronic cards to replace their 
key. The card can be swiped across a card reader by the front door to unlock that door. We will 
program each card with that group’s meeting times to allow access for participants once the group 
leader has used their card to open the door.

Stay tuned for more details on our new front door security procedures. Thank you in advance for 
volunteering!   –Sandi Miyaki

F I N A N C I A L  U P D A T E

HOW ARE WE DOING?:  Last month I gave you �gures 
regarding our �rst quarter performance and encouraged 
everyone to �nd an extra $100 to help bring our giving back 
in line with what was projected. Again in April, we did pretty 
good but not well enough to get us to where we should be at 
the end of April. We did well keeping expenses down. Thus, 
our bottom line really hasn’t changed much since last month. 

My challenge to you is the same as it was last month. If all 
our families gave an extra $100 or so, it would go a long way 

toward getting us back on track. When you consider how many families we have and put all the $100 
contributions together, it becomes a very signi�cant amount–and a big problem solver.

WELCOME TO THE NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF FINANCE:  I’m pleased to 
announce that Lisé Takayama is the new part time Assistant Director of Finance. She is scheduled 
to work 10-12 hours per week. Lisé and her husband, Jon, are long time members of St Luke’s and 
very active in the music program. She brings to the job a background of accounting, non-pro�t 
work, and sales. Welcome Lisé!

Don’t Forget We Have Many Choices To Make Your Giving To SLUMC Easy And 
Convenient: We currently have around $500,000 of our general fund and bold venture capital 
campaign fund donations coming from the electric funds transfer (eft) and online methods–over 
100 transactions per month. You may want to consider one of these convenient methods for 2008.

In addition to cash and checks, we offer credit card transactions (either in person or online), stock 
transfers and scheduled automatic withdrawals from checking or credit card accounts for you to 
use in doing your transactions  with St Luke’s. The following is a general summary:

General Fund and Capital Campaign:  �s�� All methods. However, you need to call ahead to 
use your credit card in person here at the of�ce to make sure I’m here to process the transaction.

Grocery Cards:  �s�� Cash, Check, Scheduled automatic withdrawal from checking accounts. 

Special Events:  �s�� Depending on the type of event may include cash, check, card present credit 
card and credit card online transactions. The method(s) available at each event will be announced 
at the time of the event and are at the discretion of the sponsor. 
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Rev. Janet in  
Ft. Worth

Jr. High Summer Mission Trip G�
Hayman Wild�re Recovery Area, CO. 
Apps now available and due by June 18. 
$275 trip cost. July 20-24, 2008.

WITY G� (Our new Youth Improv Team) 
started meeting June 8 at 11:00am on 
Sundays. Please join us for a lot of fun. 
Learn how to play improv comedy games 
just like on “Whose Line Is It Anyway?”

SLY is going rafting G� on June 20! Raft 
Clear Creek outside Idaho Springs with 
American Adventures Rafting Company. 
Insurance/registration forms can be picked 
up at church.

GEMS & STM G� (Girls & Guys Small 
Groups) are starting up in June! Join us on 
Wednesday evening for weekly activities 
and for special events throughout the 
summer.

All summer long G� Sunday School for 
both Jr. and Sr. High will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall at 9:30am. �at means if 
you have graduated 6th grade you can start 
hanging out with us upstairs for Sunday 
School!!!

Youth Team participating in this year’s G�
Relay For Life (Overnight Aug. 1-2) 
Look for sign-ups!

Hey! In case you haven’t 
heard or met her yet... Mrs. 
Jackie Hutzell has stepped 
up to act as our summer 
youth intern! She will take 
over many of Susan Johnson’s 
normal duties during her leave 
of absence. In addition to 
helping out around the youth 
o�ce, Jackie will be taking the 

lead at several sessions of SLY AM & PM. Jackie 
will also be in charge of the GEMS program, 
which meets all summer long and has a variety of 
activities designed just for girls between 7th and 
12th grade.

Jackie recently got married in Oklahoma. She 
and her husband, Adam, became members of  
St. Luke’s last year. �ey lived and worked in 
Washington DC before moving to Denver. 
Jackie will begin Law School at the University 
of Denver in the fall. She has also been serving 
on the Sta� Parish Relations Committee since 
last fall. Jackie has a 100-pound black lab named 
“Jackson” and is partial to clothes from J. Crew.

To welcome Jackie, or ask her any questions 
about GEMS or other programs, you can email 
her at jackie©stlukeshr.com.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

15
Father’s Day
8:00, 9:30, 11:00am: Worship 
“Living the Promise” - Rev. Forbes
9:30am: Orientation of St. Luke’s 
7:34:pm Fusion

16

Performing Arts 
Academy
7:00pm:  
Joyful Noise! Concert

17

Performing Arts 
Academy

18

Annual Conference
Wacky Wednesdays 
Performing Arts 
Academy

19

Annual Conference
Performing Arts Academy

20
Pastor’s Lunch 
Annual Conference
Performing Arts 
Academy
6:00pm: Performances

21

Annual Conference

22
8:00, 9:30, 11:00am: Worship 
“Striving with God” - Rev. Forbes
WON Prison Concert 
7:34pm: Fusion

23

Vacation Bible School

24

Vacation Bible School

25

 
Vacation Bible School

26

Vacation Bible School

27

Vacation Bible School

28

29
VBS Children Prelude
8:00, 9:30, 11:00am: Worship 
“Listen to Your Life” - Rev. Forbes
7:34pm: Fusion

30 JULY 1

Staff Advent Planning

2 3 4

Independence Day
Church Office closed

5 

Sr. High Mission Trip

6
No Sunday School 
8:00, 9:30, 11:00am: Worship  
“The Minority Report” - Rev. Forbes
7:34pm: Fusion
Sr. High Mission Trip

7  

Sr. High Mission Trip

8

Sr. High Mission Trip

9

Wacky Wednesdays
Sr. High Mission Trip

10 

Sr. High Mission Trip

11

Sr. High Mission Trip

12

7:30am: Men’s Breakfast
Sr. High Mission Trip

13
8:00, 9:30, 11:00am: Worship  
“Choose This Day!” - Rev. Forbes
7:34pm: Fusion
Sr. High Mission Trip

14
5:30pm:  
Little School Board
7:00pm: Trustees
Sr. High Mission Trip

15

7:00pm: Adult Ed Team

16
Western Jurisdictional  
Conference
Wacky Wednesdays

17
Western Jurisdictional  
Conference 
Family Camp

18
Western Jurisdictional  
Conference 
Family Camp

19
Western Jurisdictional  
Conference 
Family Camp

20 
Mission Sunday 
8:00, 9:30, 11:00am: Worship  
9:30am: Orientation of St. Luke’s 
7:34pm: Fusion
Family Camp
Jr. High Mission Trip

21 

Family Camp
Jr. High Mission Trip

22 

Jr. High Mission Trip

23

Wacky Wednesdays  
Jr. High Mission Trip

24 

7:30am: Success 
Connection Workshop
Jr. High Mission Trip

25 26

27
8:00, 9:30, 11:00am: Worship  
“You Are The Man!” - Rev. Forbes
7:34pm: Fusion

28 29 30 

Wacky Wednesdays

31 AUGUST 1

6:00pm: Relay for Life

2 

10:00am: Relay for Life
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Women’s Night Out
Welcome to a new season of us girls getting together 
to eat and have fun. We will have a planning meeting 
on Mon. Aug. 4, 6:30pm at Big Bill’s NY Pizza, 
8243 S. Holly St., Centennial. Join us in selecting the  
restaurants we will be traveling to this season!  
Contact Lynda Fickling 303-791-0659 x20  
lynda©stlukeshr.com or Renae Parra 303-683-0872 
renaeparra©aol.com See ya there at Big Bill’s! 

The Adult Education Team will meet on 
Tuesday, July 15, at 7:00pm in the conference room. We 
will discuss new classes for the fall. Everyone is welcome 
and we would love to hear your ideas for classes!

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church welcomes you to our Christian family,  
where we share life. Wherever you are in your faith journey,  

you are accepted and encouraged to grow spiritually.

Join us in growing together toward full humanity through living  
the teachings of Jesus: Love, Acceptance, Justice and Hope.

St. Luke’s 
Annual 

Church Picnic

Music Along the Mountains – On May 10, the Music Ministries of 
St. Luke’s and St. Andrew got together for a wonderful event. The Charles Wesley 
Choir, New Song, and St. Andrew Sisters joined with Grace Notes, Women of 
Note and the Chancel Choir to create an afternoon of music, food and fellowship. 
The nearly 150 participants from both churches performed individual group songs 
and combined choral numbers to fill the hour-long program that included classic 
traditional to gospel and spirituals to dramatic 20th century contemporary songs. 
In addition to making music, we also raised close to $1,200 for both missions 
programs. A special thanks to Lisa Lehnus and Mona Daniels of the Fellowship 
Events Team for coordinating the wonderful reception following the concert 
as well as to the Missions Team for additional help. Kudos to the choirs and 
ensembles for an amazing first time event that is sure to become an annual one!      

Improv Teams! 
It’s True! 
The rumors 
have been 
confirmed! 
There are now 
improvisational 

theater teams at St. Luke’s! 
No previous experience is 
necessary to play.  All you need 
is a willing spirit and a desire to 
have a good time!

If you have played at short form 
improv before, please come. 
If you have always wanted to 
learn this skill, please join us as 
well! Improvisational theater is 
an ability that can be put to use 
in everyday life. You will learn 
to think on your feet, listen to 
others and respond quickly, to 
trust your instincts and hone 
your skills. 

Come join us on Tuesday nights 
at 7:30pm for fun and laughter.  
We will be playing short form 
Improv Games like the show 
“Who’s Line Is It Anyway?”.  
No experience is required! The 
adult team is called SLIP: St. 
Luke’s Improv Performers.

For those in Jr. and Sr. High, 
the youth team called WITY: 
Wesley Improv Team for 
Youth meets on Sunday 
mornings at 11:00am. Again, no 
experience necessary! We will 
play the same games and laugh 
together.

Both teams will work 
toward a competition event 
scheduled for Sept. 20 which 
will raise money for local 
and international missions. 
Participation every week is not 
required, but encouraged.

Contact Jim Ramsey for more 
information 303-791-0659 x23 
or jim©stlukeshr.com.

FOR:

ANY ADULT WHO IS INTERESTED ~ NO EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED!

WHERE:

DOWNSTAIRS ON TUESDAY NIGHTS AT 7:30 PM ~ CHILD 

CARE IS AVAILABLE

WHY:

WE JUST DON’T LAUGH ENOUGH ANY MORE!  WE WILL 

PLAY GAMES LIKE THE SHOW “WHO’S LINE IS IT 

ANYWAY?” AND WE WILL COMPETE AGAINST THE 

YOUTH TEAM ON SEPTEMBER 20TH TO RAISE MONEY 

FOR MISSIONS!

IMPROV FOR 

ADULTS!
ST. LUKE’S IMPROV PERFORMERS

AKA:

SLIP

7:30
TUESDAYS

DOWNSTAIRS

Thank You “Miss Jenita”
There aren’t enough thank you’s for someone who 
has made such a difference at St. Luke’s, but on 
Sunday, May 18, we said a big thank you and 
congratulations to Jenita Rhodes (fondly referred 
to as “Miss Jenita” by the children of St. Luke’s) 
who stepped down as Director of Children’s 
Ministry to take on a wonderful job opportunity 
with Cokesbury.

Jenita made a huge impact in the eight years she served as our Director of 
Children’s Ministry. Her vision and leadership have established a strong base 
for our children’s programs. Under her guidance, SLY, Jr. was established as 
well as PEAK rotational Sunday School. PEAK has been well received by the 
children in the elementary-age group and has brought more of them back to 
Sunday School. SLY, Jr. is a program for 5th and 6th graders and helps to give 
them the strong faith and friendships they need as they move into the teen 
years. Jenita plans to stay active with this program that is so dear to her heart.

Jenita always has a smile on her face and a kind word. This positive attitude is 
reflected by the adults we have serving in our children’s programs. Her passion 
for bringing a spiritual base to every lesson, program or activity we offer has 
given us a solid foundation to help our children learn how much God loves 
and cares for them. We will miss Jenita in her Director’s role, but don’t worry, 
she will still be a strong leader here, at St. Luke’s. Her love of children will 
bring her to serve in new Children’s Ministry roles. We are blessed to have had 
her guidance and will continue to be blessed by her gifts and her positive and 
loving presence. 					     –Lynne Butler

Sunday,  August 3  
noon-2:00pm

Bring your picnic blanket 
for a special Sunday with 

your St. Luke’s family.  
Hot dogs and hamburgers, 

old fashioned games,  
and water balloons!

Please bring the following 
items to share:

Last Name begins with...

A~L •	 Side Dish

M~Z•	  Dessert

If you have questions or 
would like to help grill(!), 

food setup, setting up 
tables and taking down 

tables, please contact our 
Fellowship Events Team 

Leaders, Lisa Lehnus  
303-346-8114 

lehnusl©yahoo.com 
or Mona Daniels 

moandtroy©msn.com




